
Page 1 of 5 

 

  WRSP 320 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 
 

Course content may be changed, term to term, without 

notice. The information below is provided as a guide 

for course selection and is not binding in any form, 

and should not be used to purchase course materials.



WRSP 320 Course Syllabus 

Page 2 of 5 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

WRSP 320 
HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF WORSHIP 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This is the study of the Revival Movement, overview of British and American hymnology, the 

Great Awakenings, and Evangelical Worship practices as compared to biblical principles through 

church history. A study is made of the modern worship movements and practices, including: 

Liturgical; traditional; blended; and modern publishers of contemporary Christian music: 

Integrity, Vineyard, Passion, and Maranatha worship models. (Crosslisted with MUSC 313) 

 

RATIONALE 

In recent years, the worship practices of the church, particularly within the evangelical 

community, have changed dramatically. These changes can create issues for individuals who 

affirm the new paradigms, as well as those who favor older models. This reality, however, is not 

new, as worship practices have often changed throughout history. Therefore, it is imperative that 

the worship leader understands the historical developments of worship throughout the ages and is 

able to make applications to evangelical communities today. Without a strong understanding of 

the philosophical framework that drove these changes, worship leaders will be ill-equipped to 

construct personal philosophical frameworks for worship or to deal with the ever-changing 

worship landscape within the 21st-century church. 

 

 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 

Course Catalog. 

 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 

registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Blackboard recommended browsers 

D. Microsoft Office 

 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
https://liberty.service-now.com/kb_view.do?sys_kb_id=38a8e4bd75c210c0b9a9ec15cb9606a2
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IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Articulate the Old Testament organizational structure for worship. 

B. Identify and communicate historical worship practices from biblical times to the 

present day. 

C. Explain how the worship of the OT through the early 21st century applies to 

today’s worship models. 

D. Articulate a personal philosophy of worship by evaluating worship principles and 

practices throughout history, making applications for 21st-century evangelical 

congregations. 

E. Evaluate philosophical frameworks for worship and identify strengths and 

weaknesses. 

 

V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations 

B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 

complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (3) 

Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is 

required to create a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. 

Each thread must be at least 250 words and demonstrate course-related 

knowledge with at least 1 citation. In addition to the thread, the student is required 

to reply to at least 2 classmates’ threads. Each reply must be at least 150 words. 

Current Turabian format must be used. 

D. Book Report 

The student will compose a 9–10-page book report covering Perspectives on 

Christian Worship: Five Views. After providing a brief 1-page summary for 

specific chapters of the book, the student will analyze its content, highlighting 

both the strengths and weaknesses of the various perspectives provided. The 

report must cite content from the book and must be written in current Turabian 

format. 

E. Philosophy of Worship Paper 

The student will craft a 5–6-page personal philosophy of worship that is informed 

by historical models for worship and offers applications for the 21st-century 

church. The paper must be written in current Turabian format and must include at 

least 3 scholarly references. 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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F. Case Study Paper 

The student will evaluate the worship practices of a specific time period and/or 

group. The paper must be 8–9 pages and must include a brief discussion of the 

background of the time period and/or group, a summary of the worship practices, 

and a discussion of its strengths and weaknesses. The paper must be written in 

current Turabian format and must include at least 4 scholarly references. 

G. Story of Worship Project 

The student will outline the story of worship from creation to present day. The 

student will supply the requested information for the various sections listed on the 

provided Story of Worship Worksheet, which is located on Blackboard. The 

worksheet must include a title page, a bibliography, section headings, and 

footnotes in current Turabian format. 

H. Quizzes (5) 

Each quiz will cover the Reading & Study material from the assigned 

module/week. Each quiz will be open-book/open-notes, contain 4 essay questions, 

and have a time limit of 1 hour and 30 minutes. The answer to each question must 

be 50–100 words. 

 

VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 10 

Discussion Board Forums (3 at 50 pts ea) 150 

Book Report 150 

Philosophy of Worship Paper 150 

Case Study Paper 150 

Story of Worship Project 200 

Quizzes (5 at 40 pts ea) 200 

Total 1010 

B. Scale 

A = 900–1010   B = 800–899   C = 700–799   D = 600–699   F = 0–599 

C. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 

Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 

make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 

found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

WRSP 320 

Textbooks: Dowley, Christian Music: A Global History (2011). 

 Pinson, Perspectives on Christian Worship: Five Views (2009). 

 Towns & Whaley, Worship Through the Ages (2012). 

MODULE/

WEEK 
READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 

Pinson: chs. 1, 3 

Towns & Whaley: chs. 1–2 

1 presentation 

Course Requirements Checklist 

Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

Quiz 1 

10 

0 

50 

40 

2 

Dowley: ch. 2 

Pinson: ch. 5 

Towns & Whaley: chs. 3–4 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 2 

Quiz 2 

50 

40 

3 

Dowley: chs. 4, 7 

Pinson: ch. 7 

Towns & Whaley: chs. 5–6 

1 presentation 

Quiz 3 40 

4 

Pinson: ch. 9 

Towns & Whaley: chs. 7–8 

1 presentation 

Book Report 150 

5 

Dowley: ch. 15 

Towns & Whaley: chs. 9–10 

1 presentation 

Philosophy of Worship Paper 

Quiz 4 

150 

40 

6 
Towns & Whaley: chs. 11–12 

1 presentation 
Case Study Paper 150 

7 

Dowley: ch. 18 

Towns & Whaley: chs. 13–14 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 3 

Quiz 5 

50 

40 

8 

Dowley: ch. 20 

Towns & Whaley: chs. 15–17 

1 presentation 

Story of Worship Project 200 

TOTAL 1010 

DB = Discussion Board 

 

 

NOTE: Each course module/week (except Module/Week 1) begins on Tuesday morning at 12:00 a.m. 

(ET) and ends on Monday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. 

(ET) on Friday. 


