PPOL 631

Note:
Course content may be changed, term to term, without
notice. The information below is provided as a guide
for course selection and is not binding in any form,
and should not be used to purchase course materials.
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PPOL 631 Course Syllabus

COURSE SYLLABUS
PPOL 631
MESSAGE, MEDIA

AND PO LITICAL

CO MMUNICATIO NS

CO URSE DESCRIPTIO N
Message, Media and Political Communications provides an in-depth analysis of the history, means,
methods, and strategies of crafting messages and communicating with and persuading constituent groups
and the public at large through various media. Topics covered will include, among others, writing and
creation of radio and television issue ads, radio and television campaign ads, public service
announcements, internet video, screenplays and film. The course will provide an historical overview of
the use of radio, television and film in shaping cultural and political thought, provide case studies and
provide practical instruction in cutting edge formats, media and techniques by experts in this genre of
political communication.
RATIO NALE
In today’s media age it is critical that those involved in the discussion, analysis, or formulation of public
policy be versed in communicating, relating, and persuading through various media to people at the
constituent level and the public at large. This course will prepare students to understand the various
dynamics within the field of political communications and provide an understanding of the tools needed
to engage the media.

I.

PREREQUIS ITE
For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic
Course Catalog.

II.

REQUIRED RES OURCE PURCHAS E
Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm

III.

IV.

ADDITIO NAL MATERIALS

FO R LEARNING

A.

Computer with basic audio/video output equipment

B.

Internet access (broadband recommended)

C.

Microsoft Word and PowerPoint
(Microsoft Office is available at a special discount to Liberty University students.)

MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCO MES
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

A.

Discuss the historical overview of the use of media in shaping cultural and political
thought.

B.

Demonstrate the use of media by creating a fictional political communication strategy.
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V.

C.

Judge the benefits of media and the impact on political communications.

D.

Describe the challenges associated with modern media and the effect on political
communications.

E.

Examine the positive and negative uses of media in various contexts.

CO URSE REQ UIREMENTS

AND ASSIGNMENTS

A.

Devotional, textbook readings and lecture presentations

B.

Course Requirements Checklist
After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will complete
the related checklist found in Module/Week 1.

C.

Discussion Board Forums (5)
Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is
required to provide a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. Each
thread must be 400–500 words, incorporate at least 2 peer-reviewed resources,
demonstrate course-related knowledge, and conform to current Turabian formatting. In
addition to the thread, the student is required to reply to 2 other classmates’ threads. Each
reply must be 200–300 words, incorporate at least 1 peer-reviewed resource, and conform
to current Turabian formatting.

D.

Reading Summary and Reflective Comments (7)
The student will summarize and reflect on the main principles of the assigned readings in
Modules/Weeks 1–7 using the form provided. The student must critique ideas in light of
a biblical worldview. The summaries must be 100–125 words, and the reflections must be
150–200 words.

E.

Campaign Briefing Paper
This is a multi-part project and will consist of a Topic Proposal, Annotated Bibliography,
Outline, PowerPoint Presentation, and Final Campaign Briefing Paper. The student will
prepare a Campaign Briefing Paper assessing a major political campaign in light of
principles studied in this course. The student will assume the role of a campaign manager,
using the paper to conduct an evaluation of a campaign. The goal is to prepare a final
report for a “client” or “principle group” of 10–15 double-spaced pages exclusive of an
abstract, references, and appendices. In addition to evaluating the campaign, the paper
must also note weaknesses and steps that could have been taken to address the
weaknesses. The Final Campaign Briefing Paper must include at least 10 scholarly
referentces. Citations must be consistent with the current Turabian style guide.

F.

Issue Analysis Paper
The student will submit a paper analyzing the role of the media on election coverage and
the impact on a campaign. The student must identify a political campaign (national or
state), provide a factual background, collect data describing the election process and
results, explain whether the campaign plan used by the candidates (both winner and loser)
was the best course of action, and explain the outcome (voter sentiment and impact media
had on election). The student is required to compare the effectiveness of media in
conveying the candidates message in light of all the course material, identify the specific
strengths and weaknesses of the campaign, and note how the media helped or hindered
the candidate’s message. The student must also include a review of alternate plans that
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may have been effective in running a better media strategy. The assignment must be 5–7
pages, include a minimum of 3–5 scholarly sources, and follow current Turabian
formatting.

G.

Book Review
After reading Creatures of Politics, the student will write a 4–6-page paper on the
information in the textbook. In the first section of the paper, the student will summarize
the book. In the second section, the student must provide a critique and evaluation of the
text. The third section must analyze a current political campaign with application of the
primary themes of the book. In the final section, the student will apply the reading to
current events from a political campaign. The paper must follow current Turabian
formatting.

VI.

CO URSE GRADING

A.

AND PO LICIES

Points
Course Requirements Checklist
Discussion Board Forums (5 at 25 pts ea)
Reading Summary and Reflective Comments (7 at 25 pts
ea)
Campaign Briefing Paper
Topic Proposal
Annotated Bibliography
Outline
PowerPoint Presentation
Final Campaign Briefing Paper
Issue Analysis Paper
Book Review
Total

B.

10
125
175

25
100
100
100
200
100
75
1010

Scale
A = 940–1010 A- = 920–939 B+ = 900–919 B = 860–899 B- = 840–859
C+ = 820–839 C = 780–819 C- = 760–779 D+ = 740–759 D = 700–739
D- = 680–699 F = 0–679

C.

Disability Assistance
Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s Office of
Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to make arrangements
for academic accommodations. Further information can be found at
www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport.
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COURSE SCHEDULE
PPOL 631
Textbooks: Kaid, Handbook of Political Communication Research (2004).
Lehane et al., Masters of Disaster: The Ten Commandments of Damage Control (2012).
Lempert and Silverstein, Creatures of Politics (2012).
MO DULE/
WEEK

READING & STUDY

1

Week 1 Devotional
Kaid: chs. 1–5
1 presentation

2

3

4

ASSIGNMENTS

PO INTS

Course Requirements Checklist
Class Introductions
DB Forum 1
Reading Summary and Reflective
Comments 1

10
0
25

DB Forum 2
Reading Summary and Reflective
Comments 2
Campaign Briefing Paper: Topic
Proposal

25

Week 3 Devotional
Kaid: chs. 9–12
1 presentation

DB Forum 3
Reading Summary and Reflective
Comments 3
Issue Analysis Paper

25

Kaid: chs. 13–16, 19
1 presentation

DB Forum 4
Reading Summary and Reflective
Comments 4
Campaign Briefing Paper: Annotated
Bibliography

Week 2 Devotional
Kaid: chs. 6–8
1 presentation

25

25
25

25
100
25
25
100

5

Week 5 Devotional
Lempert and Silverstein: Preface,
chs. 1–4
1 presentation

DB Forum 5
Reading Summary and Reflective
Comments 5
Campaign Briefing Paper: Outline

25
100

6

Week 6 Devotional
Lempert and Silverstein: chs. 5–7
1 presentation

Reading Summary and Reflective
Comments 6
Book Review

25
75

7

Week 7 Devotional
Lahane et al.: chs. 1–5
1 presentation

Reading Summary and Reflective
Comments 7
Campaign Briefing Paper: PowerPoint
Presentation

100

Week 8 Devotional
Lahane et al.: chs. 6–18
1 presentation

Final Campaign Briefing Paper

200

TO TAL

1010

8

25

25
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DB = Discussion Board
NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Sunday
night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday.
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