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  NURS 750 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: 
 

Course content may be changed, term to term, without 
notice. The information below is provided as a guide 
for course selection and is not binding in any form, 

and should not be used to purchase course materials.
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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

NURS 750 
SPIRITUAL CARE 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course will examine the interrelatedness of spirituality and the practice of nursing. The 
primary orientation of the course will be that of the Christian worldview. Historical perspectives 
on spiritual care will be incorporated with the healing arts. Contemporary models such as parish 
nursing will be explored. The spiritual needs of the caregiver will be identified and support 
opportunities will be examined. 
 
RATIONALE 
Advanced practice nurses provide spiritual care to families and clients across the age spectrum. 
An in-depth understanding between spirituality and the practice of nursing from the historic 
perspective of the nursing profession, the nature of the nurse-patient relations, and the role of 
assessment and provision of spiritual care is essential to the holistic provider’s practice. 
Theoretical underpinning and models of contemporary provisions of spiritual care, including 
parish nursing, serve as a platform to understanding of the interrelatedness of the art of caring 
and professional practice. 
 
 

I. PREREQUISITE 
For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 
Course Catalog. 

 
II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 
 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 
A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 
B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 
C. Blackboard recommended browsers 
D. Microsoft Word and PowerPoint 
 

IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Evaluate conceptual relationships between spirituality, spiritual care, and nursing 
theories. 

B. Appraise nurses’ perceptions of spirituality. 

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
https://liberty.service-now.com/kb_view.do?sys_kb_id=38a8e4bd75c210c0b9a9ec15cb9606a2
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C. Describe historical perspectives of spiritual care within the context of nursing 
care. 

D. Apply models of contemporary nursing such as parish nursing to spiritual care. 
E. Examine perceptions, attitudes, values, and beliefs of clients, families, and 

community within the context of culture. 
F. Integrate the Christian worldview into nursing care. 

 
V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations 
B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 
complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (2) 
Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is 
required to create a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. 
Each thread will be graded based on the depth and breadth of the discussion. In 
addition to the thread, the student is required to reply to 2 classmates’ threads. 
Each reply must be robust and make substantial contributions to the overall 
discussion. Each thread must include at least 2 peer-reviewed references in 
addition to the textbook and each reply must include at least 2 peer-reviewed 
references (the textbook may be used as 1 of the references). 

D. Caring Ministry Exemplar Paper 
The student will write a 5–7-page paper in current APA format with 3–4 
references in addition to the course textbook and Bible. The paper must cover key 
concepts of the theory of spiritual wellbeing in illness, as well as the elements of 
caring one should use, such as prayer, touch, caring, presence, etc. 

E. Spiritual Care Workshop 
This workshop will provide information about spiritual care during illness and the 
variation between specific religious or belief systems. The workshop will also 
provide information to professional nurses for how to provide spiritual care for 
clients with specific belief systems or religions, including targeted learning 
activities. The student will be partnered with a classmate for this assignment. 
The workshop assignment is divided into 2 parts: Preparation and Final. 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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Part 1 
The student will be assigned a partner for this assignment. The pair will select 
a topic from a provided list and develop a 4–6-page paper in current APA 
format. The paper will focus on spiritual care during illness, the variation of 
specific religious or belief systems, and how professional nurses should 
provide spiritual care for clients with different belief systems and religions. 
The paper must include 3–5 learning outcomes, as well as 5–7 peer-reviewed 
references in current APA format. 
Part 2 
The student will continue with his/her assigned partner in order to develop a 
5–8-page paper in current APA format. The paper must include a learning 
activity to provide nurses with the skills to address the needs and cares of 
clients and their families during illness, based on the clients’ religion or belief 
system. The paper must include 5–7 peer-reviewed references in current APA 
format in addition to the course textbook and Bible. 

F. Group PowerPoint Presentation 
The Group PowerPoint Presentation will provide the student and his/her group 
with an opportunity to learn and share about the care of special populations 
through a guided learning experience and the development of a professional 
presentation. This includes the study of various people groups/religions during 
death and the dying process. 
This assignment is divided into 2 parts: Preparation and the Final 

Preparation 
The student will be assigned to a group in order to begin the process of 
creating a Group PowerPoint Presentation. The preparation consists of topic 
selection, a 4–6-page paper including 3–5 learning outcomes for the 
presentation, an outline, and an annotated bibliography of 7–10 peer-reviewed 
references in current APA format. 
Final 
The student will continue working with his/her group to complete the 
presentation Final that will deliver the chosen topic as a professional 
presentation targeting professional nurses. The presentation Final must 
include 15–18 slides in addition to the title and reference slides in current 
APA format; learning outcomes; introduction and discussion of the topic; 
targeted interventions for nurses; and questions with answers that could be 
used to evaluate learning. 

G. Servant Leadership Paper 
The student will write an 8–10-page paper that includes 7–10 references in 
addition to the course textbook and Bible in current APA format. The assignment 
will provide an opportunity for the student to apply servant leadership skills to a 
personal growth plan. 



  NURS 750 Course Syllabus 

  Page 5 of 6 

 
VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 
Course Requirements Checklist 10 
Discussion Board Forums (2 at 100 pts ea) 200 
Caring Ministry Exemplar Paper 150 
Spiritual Care Workshop  

Part 1 100 
Part 2 100 

Group PowerPoint Presentation  
Preparation 150 
Final 150 

Servant Leadership Paper 150 
Total 1010 

B. Scale 
A = 940–1010   A- = 920–939   B+ = 900–919   B = 860–899   B- = 840–859 
C+ = 820–839   C = 780–819   C- = 760–779   D+ = 740–759   D = 700–739 
D- = 680–699   F = 0–679 

C. Disability Assistance 
Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 
Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 
make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 
found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport


  COUR ### Course Schedule 

Page 6 of 6 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

NURS 750 
Textbook: O’Brian, Spirituality in Nursing: Standing On Holy Ground (2018). 

MODULE/
WEEK READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 O’Brien: chs. 1–4 
1 presentation 

Course Requirements Checklist 
Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

10 
0 

100 

2 O’Brien: chs. 5–6 
1 presentation Caring Ministry Exemplar Paper 150 

3 O’Brien: chs. 7–9 
1 presentation Spiritual Care Workshop: Part 1 100 

4 O’Brien: ch. 10 
1 presentation Spiritual Care Workshop: Part 2 100 

5 O’Brien: chs. 11–12 
1 presentation 

Group PowerPoint Presentation: 
Preparation 

 
150 

6 O’Brien: chs. 13–14 
1 presentation 

Group PowerPoint Presentation: 
Final 

 
150 

7 O’Brien: ch. 15 
1 presentation Servant Leadership Paper 150 

8 O’Brien: chs. 16–18 
1 presentation DB Forum 2 100 

TOTAL 1010 
DB = Discussion Board 
 
 
NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on 

Sunday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on 
Friday. 


	Note:

