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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

INTL 500 
INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The course offers a critical knowledge foundation of various perspectives, issues, and 
controversies that comprise contemporary international relations and policy today. Students will 
engage relevant topics like the structure and actors of the international system; the theory and 
practice of conflict and cooperation; political economy and international trade; international 
organizations and human rights; global governance and development; and international security 
and terrorism. They will be strongly encouraged to reflect upon how each of these topics may be 
informed by, integrated with, or deviate from a biblically informed world view. 
 
RATIONALE 
Not since the last 30-year war from 1914–1945 has the world experienced such cataclysmic 
destruction costing 60–80 million lives or more. Yet historians, diplomats, foreign policy 
analysts, and scholars among others, believe the ingredients exist for another possible round of 
violence between great powers each with unimaginably more powerful weapons at their disposal 
than ever before. If knowledge, expertise, and analytical skill can help us avoid stumbling 
blindly into this fate once again, it will be in part because citizens, statesmen, soldiers, scholars, 
policymakers, and people of faith began their training with courses like an Introduction to 
International Relations.  
 
 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 
Course Catalog. 
 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 
 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 
A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 
B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 
C. Microsoft Office Word 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
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IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
A. Name basic actors and institutions that make up the international system. 

B. List the basic causes of international conflict and cooperation, whether expressed 
as theories or practices of actors, institutions, systems, values, or policies. 

C. Describe how global business, finance, and trade variously influence actors in the 
international system. 

D. Explain how international organizations and international law behave as agents of 
global governance, norm creation, transnational policy-making, and human rights 
enforcement. 

E. Reflect on how each of the outcomes listed above may be informed by, integrated 
with, or deviate from a biblically informed world view. 

 
V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations 
B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 
complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (3) 
Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is 
required to provide a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. 
Each thread must be 400–500 words and demonstrate course-related knowledge. 
In addition to the thread, the student is required to reply to 2 other classmates’ 
threads. Each reply must be 200–250 words. 

D. Essays (3) 
The student will write a 5–7-page research-based paper in current Turabian 
format that focuses on the topic relevant to the course readings for the Module in 
which it is located and all previous learning. The paper must include at least 5-7 
references in addition to the course textbooks, presentations, and the Bible.  

E. Research and Reflection Paper 
The student will view the film Ghosts of Rwanda and write a 5–8-page research-
based paper in current Turabian format that focuses on that historic event. The 
paper must include at least 5–7 references in addition to the course textbooks, 
presentations, and the Bible. 

F. Midterm Exam  
This exam will cover the Reading & Study material in Modules/Weeks 1-4. The 
exam will be open-book/open-notes and contain 2 essay questions. 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 
A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 10 
Discussion Board Forums (3 at 50 pts ea) 150 
Essays (3 at 150 pts ea) 450 
Research and Reflection Paper 200 
Midterm Exam (Modules 1–4) 200 

Total 1010 
B. Scale 

A = 940–1010   A- = 920–939   B+ = 900–919   B = 860–899   B- = 840–859 
C+ = 820–839   C = 780–819   C- = 760–779   D+ = 740–759   D = 700–739 
D- = 680–699   F = 0–679 

C. Disability Assistance 
Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 
Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 
make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 
found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

INTL 500 
Textbooks: Mingst & Arreguin-Toft, Essentials of International Relations  (2017).  

MODULE/
WEEK READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: chs. 1–2 
7 presentations 

Course Requirements Checklist 
Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

10 
0 

50 

2 
Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: ch. 3 

5 presentations 
1 article 

Essay 1 150 

3 
Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: ch. 4 

3 presentations 
1 article 

DB Forum 2 50 

4 Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: chs. 5–6 
6 presentations Midterm Exam 200 

5 
Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: ch. 7 

6 presentations 
2 articles 

Essay 2 150 

6 
Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: ch. 8 

9 presentations 
1 article 

DB Forum 3 50 

7 
Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: ch. 9 

4 presentations 
1 article 

Essay 3 150 

8 
Mingst & Arreguin-Toft: chs. 10–11 

12 presentations 
1 website 

Research and Reflection Paper 200 

TOTAL 1010 
DB = Discussion Board 
 
 
NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on 

Sunday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on 
Friday. 
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