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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

HLSC 620 
HAZARD MITIGATION 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course, students determine best practices for risk assessment composed of hazard 

identification, vulnerability assessment, and impact analysis as an integrated process. 

Throughout the course, student integrate the theoretical paradigm supporting the management of 

risk and risk-based decision making. Critical infrastructures will be examined from a risk 

assessment viewpoint. Various structural and non-structural mitigation strategies will be 

examined. This course will consider steps that should follow or be considered in conjunction 

with mitigation strategies such as but not limited to resiliency, continuity of operations planning, 

and redundancy. 

 

 

RATIONALE 

The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of the principles and practices involving 

hazard mitigation development and strategies. Mitigation and prevention strategies help to 

strengthen the homeland from many potential hazards and by doing so creates increased 

resiliency. 

 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 

Course Catalog. 

 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 

registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Blackboard recommended browsers 

D. Microsoft Office 

 

IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Assess best practices for risk assessment composed of hazard identification, 

vulnerability assessment, and impact analysis as an integrated process. 

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
https://liberty.service-now.com/kb_view.do?sys_kb_id=38a8e4bd75c210c0b9a9ec15cb9606a2
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B. Integrate the theoretical paradigm supporting the management of risk and risk-

based decision making. 

C. Create structural and non-structural mitigation strategies for hazard and threat 

reduction. 

D. Evaluate mitigation strategies such as but not limited to resiliency, continuity of 

operations planning, and redundancy. 

E. Discuss biblical examples involving hazard mitigation. 

 

V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations/notes 

B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 

complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (8) 

Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is 

required to provide a thread in response to the provided topic for each forum. 

Each thread is to be at least 250 words, cite at least 2 sources and 1 biblical 

reference, and demonstrate course-related knowledge. In addition to the thread, 

the student is required to reply to 2 other classmates’ threads. Each reply must be 

at least 100 words. 

D. Understanding Risk and Mitigation Paper 

The student will complete a Research Paper wherein he or she will thoroughly 

explain the risk assessment process followed by the mitigation process. The 

student will explain the need and importance of conducting risk assessments. 

Explain how a risk assessment is done and what it should include. Best practices 

for conducting a risk assessment will be included. Next, the student will explain 

the mitigation process and what it should include. With both risk assessment 

process and the mitigation strategies the student will discuss governing legislation 

or policy guidance as well as tools (such as CARVER + SHOCK, IRMF, THIRA, 

etc.) and techniques for completing both phases. This paper will be exhaustive. 

The paper should be approached from an all hazards view. Finally, Biblical 

foundations should be addressed. The student will write at minimum a 7-full page 

research-oriented paper in current APA format. The paper must include at least 7 

sources (which can include the class textbook and the Bible) and must utilize 

headings and subheadings. The paper will be submitted through SafeAssign. 

E. Risk – Mitigation Case Study Paper 

The student will choose a major event (disaster, incident, or catastrophe) 

involving homeland security (emergency management focused allowed). (The 

student will advise the instructor, through course room email, of the event topic 

for approval by the end of week one). The student will provide an analysis of the 

event from a risk and mitigation viewpoint. The student will describe the event. 

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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The student will discuss and explain what the known and potential unknown risk 

and threats were. The student will discuss what mitigation strategies were 

employed and what were not used but could or should have been. The analysis 

will be written in standard APA formatting using headings and references. A 

minimum of five full pages of content are needed. A minimum of five references 

are required. The paper will be submitted through SafeAssign. 

Based on the student’s research and findings he or she will create a table / chart 

recommending at minimum 10 mitigation strategies for various threats or hazards 

that were examined in your paper. Five strategies must be structural in nature and 

five must be non-structural strategies.  No written narrative is needed just a 

complete and thorough table/chart. 

F. Mitigation Training Presentation  

The student will prepare a PowerPoint (Audio/Visual) presentation wherein he or 

she will design an interagency interdisciplinary course of instruction. The 

presentation should be designed for those who would be tasked with carrying out 

risk assessment and mitigation strategies. The student will provide an overview of 

risk assessment and mitigation techniques and strategies. This should entail 

applicable policies and legislation. At the minimum various ways to go about 

conducting a risk assessment will be discussed. At least three different risk 

assessment tools should be briefly discussed. Critical infrastructure will be 

covered. Vulnerability and impact assessment will be reviewed. Next, the student 

will explain mitigation strategies and techniques. Structural and non-structural 

examples will be offered. Resiliency, redundancy, continuity of operations, and 

planning including operations planning will be addressed. Finally, the student will 

discuss best practices for carrying out a complete assessment and mitigation 

project of their choosing so as to illustrate to the participant the whole process. 

Finally, the student will apply Biblical insight into the overall issue.  The 

presentation must include at least 5 sources (which may include the class textbook 

and the Bible) and adhere to current APA format..  

The student will use PPT Mix (Audio/Visual), which may be turned into a 

Windows Media Video WMV, to present and record his or her information. A 

minimum of fifteen content slides are required not including the cover and 

reference slides. The student will, at the minimum, use the same headings as listed 

previously in these instructions. The presentation needs to be at least 15 minutes 

long and should last no more than 30 minutes maximum. References will be 

included on the last slide. Once submitted for grading the student will email his or 

her PPT video to the rest of the class for their review. The student does not have 

to show him or herself in the video unless they wish to. 
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VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 10 

Discussion Board Forums (8 at 50 pts. ea.) 400 

Understanding Risk and Mitigation Paper 200 

Risk – Mitigation Case Study Paper  200 

Mitigation Training Presentation  200 

Total 1010 

B. Scale 

A = 940–1010   A- = 920–939   B+ = 900–919   B = 860–899   B- = 840–859 

C+ = 820–839   C = 780–819   C- = 760–779   D+ = 740–759   D = 700–739 

D- = 680–699   F = 0–679 

C. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 

Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 

make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 

found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

HLSC 620 

Textbook: Islam & Ryan, Hazard Mitigation in Emergency Management (2016). 

MODULE/

WEEK 
READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 

Islam & Ryan: ch. 1 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

Course Requirements Checklist 

Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

Risk – Mitigation Case Study 

Paper Topic 

10 

0 

50 

 

0 

2 

Islam & Ryan: ch. 2 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

DB Forum 2 50 

3 

Islam & Ryan: chs. 3–4 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

DB Forum 3 50 

4 

Islam & Ryan: chs. 5–6 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

DB Forum 4 

Understanding Risk and 

Mitigation Paper 

50 

 

200 

5 

Islam & Ryan: chs. 7 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

DB Forum 5 50 

6 

Islam & Ryan: chs. 8 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

DB Forum 6 

Risk – Mitigation Case Study 

Paper 

50 

 

200 
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MODULE/

WEEK 
READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

7 

Islam & Ryan: chs. 9–10 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

DB Forum 7 50 

8 

Islam & Ryan: chs. 11–12 

Bible Readings 

1 presentation 

1 lecture note 

1 website 

DB Forum 8 

Mitigation Training Presentation 

50 

200 

TOTAL 1010 

DB = Discussion Board 

 

 

NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on 

Sunday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on 

Friday. 
 


