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LIBERTY

UNIVERSITY.
COURSE SYLLABUS

ENGL 601

THEORY AND PRACTICE OF WRITING AS CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Instruction, practice, and evaluation of writing for publication in various mediums (blogs, op-eds, popular
journals, online news outlets, etc.) with an emphasis on diverse audiences, rhetorical strategies, and
cultural context. Through assessing the procedures and principles that govern 21st century writings,
students will examine the process of engaging various societal outlets and apply that knowledge towards
cultural artifacts.

RATIONALE

Writing is an essential skill for purposeful, effective cultural engagement. From addressing local issues to
national or global issues, writers must continue to develop the ability to express and defend their ideas in
a manner which enlightens and motivates their audience. Analyzing cultural artifacts and trends and
applying learned skills to their own compositions will enable students to synthesize “academic knowledge
and worldview” and develop “values, knowledge, and skills essential to impact tomorrow’s world.”

1. PREREQUISITE

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic
Course Catalog.

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE
Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
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ENGL 601 Course Syllabus

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING

A.
B.
C.

Computer with basic audio/video output equipment
Internet access (broadband recommended)

Microsoft Office

MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

A.

B.

E.

F.

Analyze the form and content of past and present cultural artifacts, taking into
consideration the work’s historical context, political bias, and other criteria.

Evaluate the form and content of cultural artifacts through the lens of a Christian
worldview.

Write expository and persuasive essays about cultural trends by employing principles of
rhetoric, logic, and style while examining the role of theology and religion in the public
sphere.

Exercise steps in the publication process, including querying, pitching, commenting, and
publishing in a variety of media and forums.

Survey key interdisciplinary (theological, philosophical, rhetorical, etc.) works as they
relate to interpreting 21st century writings.

Evaluate personal progress and growth as a writer.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS

A.
B.

Textbook readings and lecture presentations
Course Requirements Checklist

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will complete
the related checklist found in Module/Week 1.

Discussion Board Forums (2)

Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is
required to submit a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. Each
thread must be at least 500 words and demonstrate course-related knowledge. In addition
to the thread, the student is required to reply to 2 classmates’ threads. Each reply must be
250-350 words.

Article Reviews (2)

Each Article Review will be a feature-length essay of 800—1,500 words. The specific
parameters of the piece will be determined by the student’s selection of outlet from the
approved publication list. The piece must follow current MLA format. In addition to the
main Article Review piece, the student will submit an Article Review Outline Sheet
showing the relevance of the piece to the chosen outlet.

Page 3 of 6



ENGL 601 Course Syllabus

Outlet Review

The student is required to write a piece of at least 1,000 words that analyzes an approved
outlet’s history to provide a comprehensive overview of its journalistic purpose, thematic
recent publications, and publishing standards. The piece must be written in current MLA
format.

Engagement Essay Portfolio
1. Rough Draft

These assignments will allow the student to practice the experience and rigorous
conditions of submitting an article to an established outlet. The student is
required to write three 300-325-word article pitches for an approved
outlet. Two of these pitches will be extended into 800—1,500-word final
drafts.

2. Peer Review

The student will select 2 of the already-created 300—325-word pitches and extend
them each into an 800—1,500-word article. The student will then select 1
of the 2 articles and post it for peer review. In addition to the thread, the

student is required to reply to 2 classmates’ articles. Each reply must be
250-350 words.

3. Final Draft (Optional)

The student has the option of submitting 1 of the 2 articles for instructor feedback.
This is optional, but highly recommended.

4. Final Submission

The student will post all 3 components of the Engagement Essay for final
evaluation: a 300—-325-word pitch and 2 separate 800—1,500-word articles.
Each of these components must be formatted according to current MLA
standards.

Quizzes (8)

Each quiz will cover the Reading & Study material for the assigned module/week. Each
quiz will be open-book/open-notes, have a 20-minute time limit, and contain 10 multiple-
choice and true/false questions, except Quiz 4. Quiz 4 will contain 10 multiple-choice,
true/false, and essay questions.
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VII. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES

A. Points
Course Requirements Checklist 10
Discussion Board Forums (2 at 50 pts ea) 100
Article Reviews (2 at 100 pts ea) 200
Outlet Review 100
Engagement Essay Portfolio
Rough Draft 115
Peer Review 115
Final Submission 250
Quizzes (8 at 15 pts ea) 120
Total 1010
B. Scale

A =940-1010 A-=920-939 B+=900-919 B =860-899 B-=840-859
C+=2820-839 C=780-819 C-=760-779 D+ =740-759 D =700-739
D-=680-699 F =0-679

C. Disability Assistance

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s Office of
Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@]liberty.edu to make arrangements
for academic accommodations. Further information can be found at
www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport.
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Textbooks: Crouch, Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling (2013)
Vanhoozer et al., Everyday Theology (2007).
Zinsser, On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction (2016).

MODULE/ READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS
WEEK
Crouch: Introduction, chs. 1-2 Course Requirements Checklist 10
1 Vanhoozer et al: ch. 1 Class Introductions 0
Zinsser: chs. 1-2 DB Forum 1 50
2 presentations Quiz 1 15
Crouch: chs. 34
) Vanhoozer et al: chs. 2-3 Article Review 1 100
Zinsser: chs. 11-14 Quiz 2 15
2 presentations
Crouch: ch. 5
3 Vanhoozer et al: ch. 4 Outlet Review 100
Zinsser: ch. 18 Quiz 3 15
2 presentations
Crouch: chs. 67
4 Vanhoozer et al: ch. 5 Article Review 2 100
Zinsser: ch. 20 Quiz 4 15
2 presentations
v grouch: ::hl..8 h 6 DB Forum 2 50
5 anhoozer et ab ¢i. Engagement Essay Portfolio — Rough Draft 115
Zinsser: chs. 5-6 .
. Quiz 5 15
1 presentation
Crouch: chs. 9-10
6 Vanhoozer et al: chs. 7-8 Engagement Essay Portfolio — Peer Review 115
Zinsser: ch. 13 Quiz 6 15
2 presentations
C.rouch: chs. 11,13 Engagement Essay Portfolio — Final Draft
7 Zinsser: chs. 21-22 .
. Quiz 7 15
1 presentation
3 Crouch: chs. 12, 15-16 Engagement Essay Portfolio — Final Submission 250
2 presentations Quiz 8 15
TOTAL 1010

DB = Discussion Board

*= optional submission

NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Sunday
night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday.
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