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COURSE SYLLABUS  
 

EDSP 377 
AUTISM: EDUCATIONAL AND THEORETICAL APPROACHES 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course provides a comprehensive overview of the different educational approaches and 

therapies available for children and adults on the autism spectrum. The educational and 

theoretical approaches discussed within this course will help teacher candidates and 

professionals in the field of autism alike.  

 

RATIONALE 

This course will be required in the Special Education Cognate of the Bachelor of Science in 

Special Education Interdisciplinary Studies. This course will also be required in the 18 credit 

hour certificate program in autism spectrum disorders for undergraduate candidates. This 

certification program is recognized by the Virginia Autism Council. 

 

 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 

Course Catalog. 

 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 

registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Blackboard recommended browsers 

D. Microsoft Office 

 

IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Understand transition needs of individuals (ex: early intervention to preschool, 

preschool to elementary school, elementary to middle school, middle to high 

school, and high school to post-secondary activities).    (PRE-A1; PRE-B2) 

B. Develop goals that address core deficit areas related to autism (ex: social skills 

communication, attention, imitation, play/leisure, sensory-motor, and self-

regulation).  (PRE-A1; PRE-B2; PRE- B; PRE-B4) 

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
https://liberty.service-now.com/kb_view.do?sys_kb_id=38a8e4bd75c210c0b9a9ec15cb9606a2
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C. Develop goals designed to target generalization and maintenance of skills across 

programs, community and school settings, and in the home. (PRE-A1; PRE-B2; 

PRE-B3; PRE-B4) 

D. Select intervention strategies based on the abilities, learning style, and interests of 

the individual. (PRE-A1; PRE-B2; PRE-B3; PRE-B4) 

E. Develop an intervention plan for all settings that targets functional and life skills 

related to caring for self, caring for the home, participating in the community, and 

working with the team that directly targets individual needs. (PRE-A1; PRE-B2; 

PRE-B3; PRE-B4; PRE-C5) 

 

V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings, case videos and lecture presentations/notes. 

B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 

complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (4) 

Discussion Boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the 

candidate is required to provide a thread in response to the provided prompt for 

each forum. Each thread must be a minimum of 250 words and demonstrate 

course-related knowledge. In addition to the thread, the candidate is required to 

reply to 2 other classmate’s thread. Each reply must be a minimum of 150 words. 

(MLO: A, B, C, D, E) 

D. Scenarios (4) 

Through scenario assignments, the candidate will apply content knowledge to a 

real-world situation involving a student with ASD. Through specified scenarios, 

the candidate will develop individualized plans and evaluate plan effectiveness. 

Scenarios vary in length and requirements based upon module-specific  content. 

Rubrics and scenario specific content requirements will be provided. (MLO: A, B, 

C, D, E) 

E. Autism Intervention Review 

The candidate will select 1 autism intervention from a provided list as the focus 

for the review paper. The candidate will write a critical review of the strengths 

and weaknesses of the intervention and its generalized value to children or 

adolescents with ASD. The paper must be 5–8 pages and in current APA format. 

The paper must include 3 scholarly, peer-reviewed sources in addition to the 

textbook and the Bible.  (MLO: B, C, D, E) 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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F. Chapter Quizzes (5) 

Specified quizzes will cover the Reading & Study material for the assigned 

module(s)/week(s) and contain 10 questions per quiz. Each quizwill beopen-

book/open-notes, contain true/false and multiple-choice questions. There is no 

time limits for each; however, candidates are only provided one attempt per 

quiz.(MLO: A, B, C, D, E) 

 

VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 

Discussion Board Forums (4 at 50 points ea.) 

Scenarios (4 at 100 points ea.) 

Autism Intervention Review 

10 

200 

400 

200 

Chapter Quizzes (5 at 40 points ea.) 200 

Total 1010 

B. Scale 

A = 900–1010   B = 800–899   C = 700–799   D = 600–699   F = 0–599 

C. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 

Office of Disability Accommodation Support (ODAS) at 

LUOODAS@liberty.edu to make arrangements for academic accommodations. 

Further information can be found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

If you have a complaint related to disability discrimination or an accommodation 

that was not provided, you may contact ODAS or the Office of Equity and 

Compliance by phone at (434) 592-4999 or by email 

at equityandcompliance@liberty.edu. Click to see a full copy of 

Liberty’s Discrimination, Harassment, and Sexual Misconduct Policy or 

the Student Disability Grievance Policy and Procedures. 

 

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
mailto:equityandcompliance@liberty.edu
https://www.liberty.edu/media/1226/Liberty_University_Discrimination_Harassment_and_Sexual_Misconduct_Policy.pdf
http://www.liberty.edu/media/8021/Disability_Grievance_Procedures.pdf
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COURSE SCHEDULE  
 

EDSP 377 

Textbook:  Scheuermann, Webber & Lang, Autism: Teaching Makes a Difference (2019). 

MODULE/

WEEK 
READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 
Scheuermann et al.: ch. 1 

2 presentations 

Course Requirements Checklist 

Advising Guide Acknowledgement 

Introduction/Welcome DB 

Scenario 1 

10 

0 

0 

100 

2 
Scheuermann et al.: chs. 2–3 

2 Presentations  

DB Forum 1 

Chapter 2 Quiz 

Chapter 3 Quiz 

50 

40 

40 

3 
Scheuermann et al.: ch. 4 

1 Presentation  

DB Forum 2 

Chapter 4 Quiz 

50 

40 

4 
Scheuermann et al.: ch. 5 

1 presentation 
Scenario 2 100 

5 
Scheuermann et al.: ch. 6 

1 Presentation 

DB Forum 3 

Chapter 6 Quiz 

50 

40 

6 
Scheuermann et al.: ch. 7 

2 presentations 
Scenario 3 100 

7 
Scheuermann et al.: ch. 8 

3 presentations 

DB Forum 4 

Autism Intervention Review 

Chapter 8 Quiz 

50 

200 

40 

8 
Scheuermann et al.: ch. 9 

2 presentations 
Scenario 4 100 

TOTAL 1010 

DB = Discussion Board 

 

NOTE: Each course module/week (except Module/Week 1) begins on Tuesday morning at 

12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Monday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week 

ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday. 
 


