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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

CJUS 550 
TOPICS AND TRENDS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course focuses upon contemporary topics and trends in the criminal justice arena. Topics 

will include: substantive and procedural changes in criminal law from a federal perspective 

utilizing case law, professional law enforcement organization reviews, and law review articles. 

Additionally, the course will identify and evaluate research trends of the National Institute of 

Justice, i.e., corrections, technology development, homeland security, and white collar/financial 

crime. 

 

RATIONALE 

The specialization in Criminal Justice Administration will prepare this student who has been 

immersed in a Christian worldview throughout his/her MBA or Human Services program to 

work in the Criminal Justice Administration field, perform strategic planning, and make 

informed Criminal Justice Administration decisions. This aligns with the mission of Liberty 

University; “To develop Christ-centered men and women with the values, knowledge, and skills 

essential to impact tomorrow’s world.” 

This course, CJUS 550, Topics and Trends in Criminal Justice, is intended to provide the student 

with the opportunity to identify recurring topics and developing trends in the criminal justice 

arena. Thereafter, the student will be required to evaluate the relevancy, practicality, cost, 

sustainability, and longevity of proposed solutions for the selected subfield. 

 

 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 

Course Catalog. 

 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 

registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Blackboard recommended browsers 

D. Microsoft Office 

 

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
https://liberty.service-now.com/kb_view.do?sys_kb_id=38a8e4bd75c210c0b9a9ec15cb9606a2
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IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Articulate the fundamental structure, function, and interaction of key institutions 

in the criminal justice system.  

B. Compare and contrast theoretical material from the Criminal Justice and 

Criminology academic literature base with real-world application in the field of 

Criminal Justice and Criminology.  

C. Evaluate recent trends in criminal justice research and identify the current 

philosophies and practices propelling the research.  

D. Explain how he/she will integrate his/her Christian worldview within the context 

of a criminal justice vocation.  

 

V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings, lecture presentations, and articles 

B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 

complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (4) 

Students will participate in 4 Discussion Board Forums. Discussion boards are 

collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student will post an original 

thread of 400 words or more. Three additional sources beyond the course material 

(i.e., textbook, readings, and presentations) are required for the original thread. 

Then, the student must reply to at least 2 peers’ threads in 150 words or more. 

Two additional sources beyond the course material are required for each reply. 

D. Literature Analysis: Topic Identification and Bibliography 

During this course, the student will compose an original 10–12-page Literature 

Analysis on a current topic or trend in criminal justice closely associated with a 

certain or specific problem in the profession or discipline today. In preparation for 

the Literature Analysis, each student will submit his/her topic for approval along 

with a preliminary bibliography. The bibliography must cite at least 6 scholarly 

resources that are significant to the topic (current, relevant, credible, and each 

carries its weight) with a clear and meaningful connection between all the 

resources. 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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E. Biblical Worldview Assignment 

For the Biblical Worldview Assignment, the student will write a short essay that 

critically examines the literature review submitted in Module/Week 3 and 

constructively identifies the gaps and omissions in the literature where a biblical 

worldview should be internalized and expressed in the life of the criminal justice 

professional. The paper must be at least 2 pages. For the first page, it is important 

that the student make the distinction of where and on what grounds the literature 

comes up short as it relates to what the research states versus what God has for his 

people. For the second page, the student must demonstrate how he/she might 

integrate the biblical worldview into the problem that he/she is studying. The 

paper must properly follow current APA style. If a student is struggling with 

current APA format, he/she may refer to the Additional Information folder for 

help. 

F. Literature Analysis 

The student will write a 10–12-page Literature Analysis on a specific problem in 

criminal justice. It should not be a descriptive paper but one that critically 

examines the problems and the competing solutions. The student should make an 

argument if need be. The paper must utilize at least 12 significant, scholarly 

resources that are significant to the topic (current, relevant, credible, and each 

carries its weight) with a clear and meaningful connection between all the 

resources. The paper must properly follow current APA style. Detailed 

instructions can be found in Blackboard. If a student is struggling with current 

APA format, he/she may refer to the Additional Information folder for help. 

G. Tests (3) 

The student will have 3 tests during this course. Each test will be composed of 25 

true/false, multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and essay questions and will have a 

1-hour time limit. 

 

VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 10 

Discussion Board forums (4 at 100 pts ea) 400 

Literature Analysis: Topic Identification and Bibliography 100 

Biblical Worldview Assignment 50 

Literature Analysis 150 

Test 1 (Modules 1–2) 100 

Test 2 (Modules 3–5) 100 

Test 3 (Modules 6–8) 100 

Total 1010 
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B. Scale 

A = 940–1010   A- = 920–939   B+ = 900–919   B = 860–899   B- = 840–859 

C+ = 820–839   C = 780–819   C- = 760–779   D+ = 740–759   D = 700–739 

D- = 680–699   F = 0–679 

C. CJUS Policy 

The nature of the criminal justice community demands that persons involved be of 

a high level of integrity, and education is not merely academic in nature, but is 

holistic. Students enrolled in CJUS courses will be held to a high standard. Self-

control is imperative for CJUS practitioners. If not “merely” to honor Christ, your 

family, and this academic institution, on a purely pragmatic level, in anticipation 

of future employability in the career field of your choice, conduct yourselves so as 

not to place yourselves in difficult and embarrassing situations. 

D. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 

Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 

make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 

found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

CJUS 550 

Textbook: Schmalleger, Criminal Justice Today (2019). 

MODULE/

WEEK 
READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 
Schmalleger: ch. 1 

1 presentation 

Course Requirements Checklist 

Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

10 

0 

100 

2 
Schmalleger: ch. 2 

1 presentation 
Test 1 100 

3 

Schmalleger: ch. 6 

2 articles 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 2 

Literature Analysis: Topic Identification 

and Bibliography 

100 

 

100 

4 

Schmalleger: ch. 11 

2 articles 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 3 100 

5 
Schmalleger: chs. 13–14 

1 presentation 

Biblical Worldview Assignment  

Test 2 

50 

100 

6 

Schmalleger: ch. 15 

2 articles 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 4 100 

7 
Schmalleger: ch. 17 

3 presentations 
Literature Analysis 150 

8 
Schmalleger: ch. 18 

1 presentation 
Test 3 100 

TOTAL 1010 

DB = Discussion Board 

 

 

NOTE: Each course week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Sunday 

night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday. 
 


