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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

BUSI 354 
ESTATE PLANNING 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Estate Planning focuses on the efficient conservation and transfer of wealth, consistent with the 

goals of a financial planner’s clients. It is a study of the legal, tax, financial and non-financial 

aspects of this process, covering topics such as: trusts, wills, probate, advanced directives, 

charitable giving, wealth transfers, and related taxes. 

 

RATIONALE 

Estate planning ensures that clients’ needs and wishes are met when they are no longer able to do 

so for themselves, providing for families, financial interests, and long-term goals. This course is 

designed to teach the student how to use financial planning and legal tools to plan for incapacity, 

family dynamics, death, and gifting goals of individual clients. 

 

 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 

Course Catalog. 

 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 

registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Microsoft Office 

D. APA formatting information: 

http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?url=http://APAStyleCENTRAL.apa.org 

 

IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Analyze estate planning needs and taxation requirements.  

B. Create an estate planning proposal that includes techniques for meeting estate 

goals.  

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
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C. Outline the challenges of planning an estate including: the probate system; client-

estate planning needs; client-estate planning objectives; efficient methods of 

wealth transfer for a client’s specific situation; lifetime gifting strategies; taxation 

regulations; planning related to marriage, divorce, children, and incapacity; tax-

favored retirement assets; liquidity; minimizing taxation; and conserving assets 

and minimizing expenses. 

D. Evaluate future changes in a client’s situation in order to provide forward-looking 

estate planning advice.  

E. Identify the importance of teamwork as it relates to estate planning.  

F. Explain how a scriptural framework should guide a Christian financial planner in 

preparing a client’s estate.  

 

V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations 

B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 

complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (6) 

Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student 

will respond to 6 Discussion Board Forum prompts that will elaborate on the course 

textbook material and will analyze a topic or question presented in the course 

textbook material. The student will also reply to a classmate’s thread (MLO: A, B, 

C, F).  

D. Client Interview 

The student will respond to a video interview with a potential client. Based on the 

interview, the student will submit a document that analyzes the probate and tax 

status of the client’s family without an estate plan. The student will then identify 

the estate planning issues for the family and begin to outline his/her estate plan 

(MLO: A, B, C, D, E). 

E. Estate Plan Exam 

The student will read through and analyze the Estate Plan Scenario provided in 

the assignment instructions folder. The student will then proceed to answer all 20 

of the multiple-choice questions following the scenario. Once he/she has finished 

answering these questions, the student will then be ready to move on to the Estate 

Plan Exam. This exam will randomly ask 10 of the 20 questions that follow the 

Estate Plan Scenario. The student will have 10 minutes for the exam, so the 

process of answering the questions must be done before the student attempts the 

exam (MLO: A, C, E).  

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y


  BUSI 354 Course Syllabus 

  Page 4 of 6 

 

F. Estate Plan 

After taking the Estate Plan Exam, the student will analyze his/her answers to the 

10 questions asked during the exam. The student will write a memo to his/her 

“supervisor” explaining his/her choices for the estate plan for Kathi and Darren. 

In this memo, the student must explain his/her rationale for choosing the answers 

that he/she chose during the Estate Plan Exam. This memo must be 10–12 pages, 

double-spaced, and must conform to proper formatting, spelling, grammar, and 

current APA guidelines (MLO: A, B, C, D). 

G. Quizzes (7) 

The student will complete 8 quizzes that cover the assigned reading. All quizzes 

are open-book/open-notes, and some questions will require calculations. The 

student may not receive help from another person while taking the quiz (MLO: B, 

C).  

 

VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 10 

Discussion Board Forums (6 at 50 pts ea) 300 

Client Interview 200 

Estate Plan Exam 90 

Estate Plan 200 

Quizzes (7 at 30 pts ea) 210 

Total  1010 

B. Scale 

A = 900–1010   B = 800–899   C = 700–799   D = 600–699   F = 0–599 

C. Quizzes/Tests/Exams 

For timed quizzes/tests/exams, the student is required to complete the 

quiz/test/exam within the assigned time. For the student who exceeds this time 

limit, a penalty of 1 point will be deducted for each minute, or part thereof, he/she 

exceeds the assigned time limit. 

D. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 

Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 

make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 

found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport 

  

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
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COURSE SCHEDULE  
 

BUSI 354 

Textbook: Dalton & Langdon, Estate Planning (2017). 

MODULE/

WEEK 
READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 

Dalton & Langdon: chs. 1–3 

3 presentations 

1 website 

Course Requirements Checklist 

Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

Quiz 1 

10 

0 

50 

30 

2 

Dalton & Langdon: ch. 4 

1 presentation 

2 websites 

DB Forum 2 

Quiz 2 

50 

30 

3 

Dalton & Langdon: chs. 5, 11 

(pp. 420–447) 

1 presentation 

1 website 

DB Forum 3 

Quiz 3 

50 

30 

4 

Dalton & Langdon: chs. 6–7, 11 

(pp. 447–450) 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 4 

Quiz 4 

50 

30 

5 

Dalton & Langdon: chs. 8, 11  

(pp. 450–455) 

2 presentations 

Client Interview 

Quiz 5 

200 

30 

6 
Dalton & Langdon: ch. 9 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 5 

Quiz 6 

50 

30 

7 
Dalton & Langdon: chs. 10, 12 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 6 

Quiz 7 

50 

30 

8 
Dalton & Langdon: chs. 13–14 

1 presentation 

Estate Plan Exam 

Estate PlanMemo 

90 

200 

TOTAL 1010 

DB = Discussion Board 

 

 

NOTE: Each course module/week (except Module/Week 1) begins on Tuesday morning at 

12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Monday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week 

ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday. 


